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	 Allyship is a relation; a closeness, an intimacy. Intimacy within a contemporary context is 
typically confined to the realms of physical touch or closeness. In my research of socio-political 
relationships, it has become clear that being intimate is far more expansive than just proximity, it 
is a unification. Deleuze saw difference as a collective power, something that exists within all 
living things that offers cohesiveness, a common essence. It is when difference implies division 
that hierarchy is perpetuated. Social hierarchy situates itself with the irrational belief that 
incidental factors of what is commonly called identity truly give some individuals more value 
and power than others. This belief is actualized through consequences of greed and exile. 
Margins based on hegemonic identity structures secure control and power, dividing the desirable 
from the fringe. Intimacy within these power structures, a closeness between people that are 
strategically distanced, is allyship and the enemy of these margins, but in many circumstances 
physical intimacy is extremely dangerous and in some cases impossible.  
 Archive complicates this understanding of literal closeness as intimacy, and in doing so 
reorganizes how allyship can be understood. When intimacy transcends the body, it allows 
allyship to exist in ways that can escape hegemonic power and how it attempts to separate certain 
bodies through difference. The work embodies this transcendence through physical documents 
created from attempts to unify people during times of extreme social division. Allyship and this 
series of work draw power from metonymy, which generates new meaning from the relationship 
between two things—it is the relationship between people, and their shared common essence, 
that defines an act of allyship. This understanding rejects the assumption of power in the title of 
“ally”. The unity of these actors presents a powerful contribution to the common good: acts of 
allyship challenge hegemonic vertical distributions of power and dissolve and complicate strict, 
divisive, socially-defined categorizations of identity. The work places each document on a 
horizontal plane to imagine the collective power of Deleuze’s common essence that emerges 
when allyship is understood as action rather than identity. Shifting the focus to the shared 
humanity that emerges from these acts as opposed to confining the individuals to the rigid social 
systems they lived in creates a new framework with which to understand allyship as a practice 
and a new way to remember and organize acts of allyship for the future. 
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 I do not believe that collective unity should erase the unique circumstances, actors, and 
consequences represented by each of the documents—in fact, unity arises from difference. The 
power in allyship is in its ability to transcend individual differences that have historically been 
used to separate and dehumanize within identity politic. To understand allyship as a 
characteristic or title of an individual can perpetuate the very systems their actions were trying to 
subvert. For example, the story that Rejection for Requisition represents not only encompasses a 
single act of allyship, but how that act restructures the power dynamic. The title of ally situates 
people in a division; someone who achieves ally status will always be the person who offered 
help, and in that way, the division is cemented. Understanding allyship as a characteristic of 
identity can turn divisions into permanent states, and obscure the nuance that exists within stories 
like the Blackburn’s, who both benefitted from allyship and went on to enact allyship 
themselves. Allyship is not simply power, it requires intimacy, which fractures the hegemonic 
power that identity politic attempts to establish.  
 The contrast between identity and its hegemonic power is analogous to the polarity of 
platinum point’s physical characteristics and how they are perceived. Identity, and the power that 
comes with it, seems fixed, natural, and unchanging. However, a change in perspective can 
reveal the ways in which certain characteristics of identity are socially constructed. Platinum 
point is a permanent medium, impervious to oxidation, archival. Yet, its visibility is almost 
completely dependent on the light surrounding it and therefore the viewer’s perspective. The 
viewer must navigate the light and reposition themselves in order to absorb the full image. To 
reestablish the viewer physically encourages them to recognize the possibility of reorganizing 
these histories; the act of repositioning becomes metaphor for the categorical shift that takes 
place in the grouping of these documents.  
 Each document was previously found in archives dedicated to specific circumstances and 
identities, emphasizing identity before the act itself. By housing the documents in Archive, the 
focus shifts to how these unique and individual actions, stemming from specific socio-political 
events in history, represent contributions to a common good. I wanted to use the unifying 
category of allyship, an action, in order to protect the importance of the individual and the 
circumstance while at the same time emphasizing a unity that is not easily accessible when 
recognizing identity first. To look at difference as identity, a celebration of the collective 
potential of human beings: accessing intersectionality, interweaving experiences, and rejecting 
the notion that unification erases individuality. Individuality is inherently unifying, and 
difference inclusive, not exclusive. How does allyship transform when we organize history in 
terms of unity, closeness, and intimacy?  
 When allyship is defined in terms of identity, only certain people can be allies. Enacting a 
different categorization can suspend this assumption. In rendering the documents, they are turned 



into recreations. The rendered documents offer a certain corporeal anonymity, reassessing the 
act’s relationship to the individuals involved. Even with the goal of accuracy and meticulous 
attention to detail in mind, there will always be limitations of material and of the renderer. Thus 
the document takes on a new form. The act of rendering is commemorative of the way in which 
these histories come to us. These documents consistently change through the continuation of 
time: they are understood, absorbed, and validated differently as time continues. Even the way 
this information is stored and accessed is mediated in scans, photographs, and image recreations. 
The differences inherent in the rendering of these facsimiles of history, from accidental bumps to 
small fractures in the surface, all culminate as a representation of the ever-changing way history 
is perceived. Like history, these documents are an approximation. Through the painstaking ritual 
of rendering, which includes thousands of individual marks, the image absorbs an essence of 
rumination, of caring. My act of recreating these objects exemplifies new possibilities in how the 
public relates to, constitutes and controls our collective history. The document no longer a 
denoted object, but a testament.  



Registrar’s Report 
16”x12” 
Platinum point on board, 2020



 

In April, 1942, Alan 
Hart’s state of Oregon draft 
registration card was filed. 
Born biologically female in 
1890, it wasn’t until 1918 
that Hart received a draft 
registration card, after 
being the first person to 
undergo sex reassignment 
surgery in the United 
States. At this time, only 
men were permitted to 
register for the selective 
service, and had to undergo 
physical inspection by the 
registrar. In the document, 
the inspector makes no 
mention of Hart’s 
hysterectomy scars, nor the 
fact that he was born 
biologically female, 
subverting the clearly 
mandated sex-to-gender 
specifications of identity 
employed by the government. 
Hart would come to make 
major strides in the field 
of radiology, and write a 
book about his experience as 
what is now considered being 
transgender.1



 

Protest Sign, Prayer Rug 
18”x24” 
Platinum point on board, 2020



During the 2011 protests 
against the reign of Hosni 
Mubarak in Egypt a unity 
between Muslims and 
Christians was formed. 
Muslims and Christians had 
been strategically aligned 
against each other by 
Mumbarak’s government, and 
specifically state-
controlled media, in an 
effort to increase 
instability and maintain 
control. This protest sign 
used in Tahrir square 
features the combined cross 
and crescent meant to 
represent an embrace between 
the two communities and 
exemplifies their alliance 
against a corrupt 
government. Times of prayer 
were exploited by police as 
opportunities to arrest 
protestors; to combat this 
tactic, protestors of both 
faiths protected each other 
while the other was praying. 
Protestors would offer 
articles of clothing, 
protest signs, and any other 
surfaces they could to those 
who needed a clean surface 
to pray on, and formed 
circles around those who 
were praying to barricade 
them from police.2



 

Mechai 
6”x6” 
Platinum point on board, 2020 



Most of the world’s 
latex condoms are 
manufactured in Thailand, 
yet, until the advent of the 
Population and Community 
Development Association 
(PDA), founded in 1974, 
condom use was not 
widespread in Thailand. 
Mechai Viravaidya, the 
founder of the organization, 
known as the “Condom King”, 
recognized the need for 
sexual health education when 
he discovered that 
Thailand’s average family 
had seven children, an 
unsustainable level of 
population growth. By 
integrating condoms into 
many facets of Thai life, 
from monks blessing condoms 
to complimentary condoms in 
taxis across the country, 
the PDA both reduced the 
birth rate and set the 
country up to quickly 
respond to the AIDS crisis. 
As a result of these 
efforts, Thailand’s birth 
rate dropped from 3% to 1% 
and it was a global leader 
in curbing the spread of 
HIV. To this day, condoms in 
Thailand are referred to as 
“Mechais”.3 



Gefälschter Reisepass (Forged Passport) 
14”x11” 
Platinum point on board, 2020



 

This is an 
identification card 
authenticating travel to 
Berlin for Elena Petrauskas 
and Danute Petrauskas. 
Danute was born in the Kovno 
ghetto and smuggled out in a 
potato sack, an arrangement 
of her birth parents and the 
Petrauskas family, to 
Kaunas, Lithuania. The 
Petrauskas family soon after 
moved to Austria due to 
suspicion of the SS. 
Danute’s birth parents, 
Daniel Pomerants and Lusya 
Zolkov were separated after 
the Kovno ghetto was 
liquidated. Daniel was 
deported to Dachau and Lusya 
disguised herself as a 
housekeeper in the 
Petrauskas’ original family 
home. After the war, Daniel 
and Lusya were reunited and 
once the Petrauskas family 
returned to Kaunas they were 
reintroduced to their 
daughter after six years of 
separation.4 



 

Pin 
8”x10” 
Platinum point on board, 2020



The coordinates 
41.753920, 83.019399 are the 
suspected site of what the 
Chinese government refers to 
as a “reeducation camp”. 
Reports coming out of the 
region indicate that over a 
million ethnic minorities, 
mostly Uyghur Muslims, are 
being held in such camps 
across Western China. 
Although the Chinese 
government claims the camps 
are meant to reeducate 
extremist terrorists, first-
hand accounts reveal the 
camps are in fact sites of 
ethnic cleansing aimed at 
Muslim citizens. Due to the 
sharp divide between what is 
being expressed by the 
people and what is 
officially stated by the 
government, digital 
documents that escape 
Chinese censorship are 
instrumental in uncovering 
the truth of these camps. 
Since 2018, Shawn Zhang, a 
Chinese student in Canada, 
has been using Google Earth 
to distinguish what sites 
could possibly be 
categorized as reeducation 
camps as opposed to other 
institutions such as schools 
or prisons. By releasing his 
research, Zhang has joined a 
growing number of global 
investigators documenting 
and surveilling a space that 
otherwise could not be seen.5 









Rejection for Requisition 
12”x24” 
Digital rendering, 2020



This letter, from Sir 
John Colborne, the 
Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of Upper Canada, to 
Stevens T. Mason, Governor 
of Michigan, represents one 
of first documents 
testifying to Canada’s firm 
stance on being a sanctuary 
state for former slaves. 
Lucie and Thorton Blackburn, 
having escaped slavery in 
Kentucky, made their way to 
Detroit in 1831, but were 
arrested based off of 
fugitive slave laws that 
required the return of 
escaped slaves. With the 
help and uproar of local 
abolitionists, the 
Blackburns escaped to 
Canada, at which time the 
mayor of Detroit sent a 
letter of requisition to 
Canadian officials demanding 
their return. However, 
Canada was in the process of 
officially abolishing 
slavery, and has laws 
forbidding the return of an 
individual to a government 
whose laws would be 
considered unconstitutional 
within Canada. As such, the 
letter of requisition was 
rejected, definitively 
establishing Canada as a 
safe haven and secure 
destination of the 
Underground Railroad. With 
this knowledge, both Thorton 
and Lucie became pivotal 
actors in helping other 
formerly enslaved people 
find freedom as they had.6



Manzanar High, 1944 
12”x9” 
Platinum point on board, 2020






Within the 1944 Manzanar 
High School year book, only 
one student was not 
Japanese-American. Although 
he had no immediate familial 
relation to anyone of 
Japanese descent, Ralph Lazo 
was interned voluntarily at 
the Manzanar War Relocation 
Center. The decision to 
enter the camp came from 
witnessing the forced 
relocation of much of his 
Los Angeles neighborhood 
community following the 
bombing of the Pearl Harbor 
naval base. His presence was 
received kindly within the 
community and was even voted 
class president. After two 
years in the camp, he was 
drafted into military 
service, and after the war 
would become instrumental in 
the legal fight for 
reparation for those who 
were interned.7






Archive: Installation View



Continuation:  
   

 Recognizing the ever expanding potential of allyship, the series Archive does not truly 
have an end. I plan to continue this research to further investigate how the intimacy of allyship 
has occurred. Having been made in the 2020 COVID-19 epidemic, there are countless new 
examples of allyship that have taken place on a global scale. With actors ranging from essential 
workers to corporations, this allyship has found closeness in a world that must reject physical 
proximity.   
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*Note: In an effort to maintain the visual fluency of the work, footnotes have been compiled 
here.


